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• The Council of Europe Faro Framework 
Convention (2005) deals with heritage as ‘an 
object of individual rights which give it meaning’.  

• The Convention considers heritage both as 
“source” & as “resource” for the exercise of 
freedoms, recognising the need ‘to put people 
and human values at the centre of an enlarged and 
cross-disciplinary concept of cultural heritage’.  



Heritage! 

• Council of Europe,  
Faro Framework Convention 2005 

• “cultural heritage is a group of resources inherited from the 
past which people identify, independently of ownership, as 
a reflection and expression of their constantly evolving 
values, beliefs, knowledge and traditions.  

• It includes all aspects of the environment resulting from 
the interaction between people and places through time.” 



Heritage 
Community 

• A heritage community consists of people 
who value specific aspects of cultural 
heritage which they wish, within the 
framework of public action, to sustain 
and transmit to future generations 

The School of Athens by Raphael (1509–1510), fresco at the Apostolic Palace, Vatican City. 



Council of Europe, 2005 

• Faro Declaration on the Council of Europe’s 
Strategy for Developing Intercultural Dialogue  

• We undertake to pursue our efforts in favour of 
European identity and unity on the basis of shared 
fundamental values, respect for and valorisation 
of our common heritage and cultural diversity.  

• …  
• devising and applying principles and methods for 

management of the heritage and use of cultural 
resources as factors for human development and 
sustainable development  
 



Creativity & 
Community 

• Community has been defined as a social 
unit that shares common value judgments.  

• It is within community that human 
creativity started finding its more 
permanent expressions of social unity.  

• It is also within community that developed 
the different religions.  



UNESCO 2003 

• Convention For The Safeguarding Of The Intangible 
Cultural Heritage  

• Considering the deep-seated interdependence between the 
intangible cultural heritage and the tangible cultural and 
natural heritage 

• Recognizing that the processes of globalization and social 
transformation, alongside the conditions they create for 
renewed dialogue among communities, also give rise, as 
does the phenomenon of intolerance, to grave threats of 
deterioration, disappearance and destruction of the 
intangible cultural heritage, in particular owing to a lack of 
resources for safeguarding such heritage 

Maymand, Iran 



UNESCO 2005 
• Convention on the Protection 

and Promotion of the Diversity 
of Cultural Expressions 

• “Cultural expressions” are those 
expressions that result from the 
creativity of individuals, groups 
and societies, and that have 
cultural content. 
– Protect and promote diversity of 

cultural expressions 
– Encourage dialogue among cultures 
– Promote respect for cultural diversity 
– Reaffirm importance of link between 

culture and development 

Urnes, Norway 



Rights and responsibilities  
relating to cultural heritage 

a. everyone, alone or collectively, has the 
right to benefit from the cultural heritage 
and to contribute towards its enrichment;  

b. everyone, alone or collectively, has the 
responsibility to respect the cultural 
heritage of others as much as their own 
heritage, and consequently the common 
heritage of Europe; 

c . exercise of the right to cultural heritage 
may be subject only to those restrictions 
which are necessary in a democratic 
society for the protection of the public 
interest and the rights and freedoms of 
others. 

 



Role of 
Community 

• In today’s world, community is often at 
risk due to the expansion of ever more 
globalizing world.  

• However, it is the local heritage 
community that must take responsibility 
for care of its inherited cultural capital. 

Asante Traditional Buildings, Ghana, WH 1980, v 



Harar Jugol, Ethiopia 
 WH 2006, (ii)(iii)(iv)(v) 



Local Community vs. Visitors 

 



Place 

• Place is where the results 
of human creativity find 
their expression, and 
which carries testimony 
to duration over time, i.e. 
the build-up of history 
that is contained in the 
layers of contributions by 
different generations.  

Rome, Italy 



Chengdu, Jinsha, China 



est. 1955 

• Salvaguardia dei centri storici 
• Salvare l’Italia mangiata 
• La tutela, la protezione e la manutenzione del 

territorio 
• Educare al patrimonio culturale e naturale 
• Educare al risparmio energetico 

 



Machinami Charter (2000) 

• The aim of conserving historic towns is not only to 
save groups of houses and the surrounding 
landscape as material objects, but to attempt to 
reconstruct the relationships between the daily life 
of the residents, the houses, and the surrounding 
settings. In contemporary civilisation where 
everything changes rapidly, it is extremely 
difficult to keep things looking exactly as they 
have in the past. By carefully protecting our 
historic heritage, we reveal the intrinsic system of 
values specific to a given area, and continue the 
endeavour to hand these on accurately to 
following generations. 











Historic Areas of Istanbul 
WH, Date of Inscription: 1985, Criteria: (i)(ii)(iii)(iv)  

• Vernacular timber housing in the 
Süleymaniye and Zeyrek quarters, 
was recognized as vulnerable at the 
time of inscription. Despite the 
threat of pressure for change, many 
efforts have been executed in order 
to conserve and strengthen the 
timber structures within the site 
since then. Changes in the social 
structure within the area have also 
affected the use of those structures. 
The urban fabric is threatened by 
lack of maintenance and pressure 
for change. The Metropolitan 
Municipality is attempting to 
rehabilitate the area to revive its 
degraded parts.  







Culture & 
Economy 

• Culture has a variety of meanings, which 
range from cultivation, such as agriculture, 
to maintenance, study and learning, worship 
and cult.  

• Culture is the generator and a product of 
development within the evolving 
framework of the economy of a community. 

Ironbridge 



Economy of 
Community 

• Economy is the system 
established by a community to 
provide the desired quality of 
life. It consists of labour, 
production, trade distribution 
and consumption, based on 
existing and/or newly 
generated resources. 

• We can see the economy as a 
system within which a 
community arranges its 
resource management over 
time. 

Engelsberg, Sweden 



• Lack of overall management of new 
developments; 

• Lack of analysis and description of 
the townscape characteristics 
relevant to OUV and important views 
to the property and its buffer zone; 

• Lack of clearly established maximum 
heights for new developments, for 
the backdrops of the World Heritage 
areas as well as along the waterfront; 

• Lack of awareness of developers, 
building professionals and the wider 
public about the World Heritage 
property, its Outstanding Universal 
Value and requirements under the 
World Heritage Convention. 
 

Liverpool 

Vilnius 

Riga 



Bhutan 

• Each place is characterized by its specificity, 
resulting from the diversity of cultural 
expressions, as defined in the UNESCO 2005 
Convention.  

• True and credible sources of information of 
inheritance form the universe of the common 
heritage of humanity.  









GNH (Bhutan) 

• The term ‘Gross National Happiness’ was 
coined by the King of Bhutan in 1972 to 
signal his commitment to building an 
economy that would serve Bhutan’s unique 
culture based on Buddhist spiritual values. 
Since then, the term has gained international 
recognition being associated with various 
parameters of quality life, including 
cultural, social and environmental as well 
as economic wellness. 



Capacity Building 

• It is in this context that one also 
understands the notion of Capacity 
Building, which has become a keyword 
complementing the earlier emphasis on 
education and training, and aiming not 
only to building up human resources, but 
also taking into account administrative 
and institutional cooperation, as well as 
legal and regulatory frameworks and 
applicability. 



The Importance of the Role of Community 
WH Kyoto Vision, 2012  

• Only through strengthened relationships between people and 
heritage, based on respect for cultural and biological diversity 
as a whole, integrating both tangible and intangible aspects 
and geared toward sustainable development, will the “future 
we want” become attainable.  

• Such strengthened relationships should be grounded in a 
multi-disciplinary and participatory approach to heritage 
conservation, which would integrate the consideration of 
social, economic and environmental dimensions, paying 
particular attention to vulnerable groups respecting all 
relevant international standards and obligations.  

• Unless such a sustainable development perspective is 
integrated in the management of a World Heritage property, 
it will be difficult in the long run to ensure the conservation of 
its Outstanding Universal Value. 



Yemen, Sana’a 



Shibam Hadramaut, Yemen 



Kyoto Vision 
WH 40th Anniversary, Kyoto, November 2012 

• Thus, benefits derived from well-protected cultural and natural 
heritage properties should be equitably distributed to communities 
to foster their sustainable development and there should be close 
cooperation with management bodies and experts. At the same 
time, attention should be paid to the evolving character of cultural 
and social contexts relevant to World Heritage, which will 
inevitably lead to the emergence of new groups of interest and 
concerns. 

• Communities, in particular, should be empowered to harness the 
benefits of heritage to society through specific awareness-raising 
initiatives, skills-development programmes and the establishment 
of networks. They should be fully involved in management and 
conservation activities, including in reducing risks from disasters 
and climate change. 

• Attention should also be given to the development of sustainable 
tourism as one of the sources of economic benefits and 
empowerment for local communities, and the appreciation of 
cultural diversities by visitors. 



ICOMOS, ICCROM, IUCN 

 WORLD HERITAGE AND  
RIGHTS-BASED APPROACHES 

Workshop, Oslo April 2014 

 
• We welcome the richness and diversity of approaches and lessons 

brought up by the case studies presented at the workshop, which 
show the need and importance of learning from the ground and 
valuing the local and national practice;  

• We emphasize that internationally proclaimed human rights must 
be upheld, respected and included in the implementation of the 
World Heritage Convention, consistent with the commitment of 
States Parties to internationally proclaimed human rights;  

• We also emphasize that World Heritage Sites should be not only 
prime places for the conservation of the heritage of humankind, but 
also for the application of the highest standards for the respect of 
human rights;  

• We recognize that to this end, improved policy guidance, 
appropriate operational tools, education and capacity building, 
among other measures, are required;  



THANK YOU 
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