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Anthony Giddens’ formulation of 
ontological security 

• ‘the confidence that most human beings have in the 
continuity of their self-identity and the constancy of 
the surrounding social and material environments of 
action’ (Giddens, Consequences of Modernity, 92) 

 

• ‘locales refer to the use of space to provide the settings 

of interaction, the settings of interaction in turn being 

essential to specifying its contextuality.’ (Giddens, 

Constitution of Society, 118) 

 



• ‘Emphasising the interdependence of taken-for-granted 
routine and ontological security does not mean that a 
sense of ‘the beneficence of things’ derives from a 
dogged adherence to habit. On the contrary, a blind 
commitment to established routines, come what may, 
is a sign of neurotic compulsion … Creativity, which 
means the capability to act or think innovatively in 
relation to pre-established modes of activity, is closely 
related to basic trust’ (Giddens, Modernity and Self-
identity, 40-1) 



Ontological Security and Heritage – a 
very brief introduction 



Locations 



York 







Barnsley 



The mining industry… 

 



…and the strike 
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Source: Centre for Cities 



Jobs and skills 

Figures in % 
Source: Centre for Cities 
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Barnsley  versus York 



Benefit claimants 

Barnsley/York/Yorkshire/England in % 
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Out of Town, York 
• Robert Garnish said John Lewis 

York would bridge a gap between 
the Sheffield branch and the one 
at the Trafford Centre in 
Manchester. 
 

• He believed the out of town 
position would complement, 
rather than compete against, 
York’s city centre retailers. 
 

• “With the park and ride, people 
can park here, spend some time 
with us and the other retailers on 
site and then perhaps go into the 
city centre.” 





Coal Not Dole: Women Against Pit 
Closures 

Mon 3rd Mar - Sun 1st Jun 





• A Giddens (1991) Modernity and Self-Identity 

 

• J C Grenville (2007) ‘Conservation as 
psychology: ontological security and the built 
environment’, International Journal of 
Heritage Studies 13:6, pp447-460. 

 

• J. Mitzen (2006) ‘Ontological security in world 
politics: state identity and the security 
dilemma’, European Journal of Human 
Relations 12:3, pp341-370 

 


