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• The art of fengshui (or Chinese geomancy) has been widely 

practiced in Chinese communities since the time before 

Christ era. It is an intangible art, based on Chinese 

traditional world view, described in books and performed by 

practitioners. It is still prevailing today in the Chinese circle 

or even in the world. In terms of the definition of intangible 

world cultural heritage, it is “knowledge and practices 

concerning nature and universe ”. 



• It has actually influenced the tangible configuration of the 

cultural heritage of Chinese societies, be they villages, cities, 

tombs or buildings. Indeed, more often than not, the 

community physical establishments have reflected fengshui

consensus among local people in the past. Taiwan is also the 

case at issue.



• However, since this art appears ambiguous, mysterious and 

more or less regarded as superstitious, its aspect has always 

been ignored in conserving cultural heritage in Taiwan. As a 

result, the fengshui formation of cultural heritage were 

often disfeatured and yielded to urban development or 

other forms of environmental change.



• This paper would first introduce the art of fengshui, then it 

will illustrate the physical embodiment of this art with some 

examples. It follows with a discussion on this art from the 

point of view of cultural heritage.



Definitions
• Stephen Skinner

“The art of living in harmony with the land, and 

deriving the greatest benefit, peace and prosperity 

from being in the right place and at the right time is 

called fengshui.”

“The art of adapting the residences of the living and 

the dead so as to cooperate and harmonize with the 

local currents of the cosmic breath (or so called qi).”



Definitions

• John Michell

“The art of perceiving the subtle energies that 

animate nature and the landscape, and the science 

of reconciling the best interests of the living earth 

with those of all its inhabitants.”



Joseph Needham’s comments
• “Every place had its special topographical features 

which modified the local influence of the various qi 

(energies) of Nature. The forms of hills and the 

directions of watercourses, being the outcome of the 

moulding influences of winds and waters, were the 

most important, but, in addition, the heights and 

forms of buildings, and the directions of roads and 

bridges, were potent factors…”
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Ideal Fengshui Configuration

• Four subjects：coming 
range, hill, water, lair.

• The breath rides on the 
coming range and halts at 
the lair, and is protected by 
the mingtang, the table and 
facing hills, the hills on right 
and left, and the embracing 
waters. 

水繞抱，藏風納氣。
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Taipei Walled City









Villa Zhaixing
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Villa Zhaixing



Lee’s House in Daxi

auspicious direction

West East

Toward Dahan Stream Toward Meihua Hill
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Taipei Basin 

Datun Mt.

Guanyin Mt.

Northward



Lingyun Temple (凌雲寺)

azure dragon

White tiger

black warrior



vermillion bird



Lee’s House in Luzhou (蘆洲李宅)





Lee’s House (before)

Guanyin Mt.





Lee’s House (before)



Keelung River Tamsui River



Wang’s Tomb facing the Convergence of three 

watercourses (三江滙朝堂)
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Taipei Walled City (before)



Japanese shrine

(before)



Hotel



Hotel



The Yuanshan Grand Hotel

(圓山大飯店)







The Five Tiger Hillocks of Tamsui
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The Other Counting Order of the Five Tiger Hillocks
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Yinshan Temple 
(before)







Fuyu Abode



Guanyin Mt.

Tamsui River









Datun Mt.



The Temple of People’s King at the Water 

Outlet in Sanzhi (三芝水口民主公王)

coming rangelair

water





The Merciful Heaven Abode in Beipu

(北埔慈天宮)
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• The above cases are but a few. But suffice it to say 

that fengshui awareness is a key to penetrate the 

formation of these heritage sites. 

• The physical embodiment of fengshui might be 

considered as a cultural landscape, whereas the 

intangible knowledge and performance should be 

eligible for an intangible cultural heritage.



The definition of “intangible 

cultural heritage”
• The definition of “intangible cultural heritage” in the 

Convention for Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage 2003 

“the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills – as 
well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces 
associated therewith – that communities, groups and, in some cases, 
individuals recognize as part of their cultural heritage. This intangible 
cultural heritage, transmitted from generation to generation, is 
constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their 
environment, their interaction with nature and their history, and 
provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting 
respect for cultural diversity and human creativity.” (Article 2 )

• One of its five domains is: “knowledge and practices 

concerning nature and universe”. 

• This definition is almost like a commentary upon 

fengshui.



• Those on the list of world intangible cultural heritage 

are songs, music, dance, ritual, handicrafts, or other 

forms of performance. From the description of the 

ICH of UNESCO, they are normally clearly defined, 

and could be performed and witnessed.



The eligibility of fengshui as an 
intangible world cultural heritage

• No one would deny that fengshui is “knowledge and 

practices concerning nature and universe”(one of 

the five domains in the Convention,), but unlike 

those listed cases, it cannot be clearly defined, 

easily performed or witnessed. Indeed, the textual 

knowledge and manipulation of fengshui are highly 

unintelligible and could not be easily shared by 

ordinary people.



• When assessing a heritage site, historic, scientific, 

and artistic values are judged, but fengshui aspect 

has seldom been taken into consideration. Many 

heritage sites are apparently underlain by fengshui

principles, but this is normally not recognized as 

crucial by the evaluation members. Partly because of 

being overcrowded of the land, partly because of the 

ignorance of local people or later generations, the 

fengshui features of heritage sites were left 

disregarded. As a result, the surroundings are 

crowded with high rise buildings, the original 

wooded coming range is cut through or paved for 

street, or the front sight of the heritage is blocked, 

etc.



• The aforesaid heritage sites, such as the Yinshan

Temple and the Fuyu Abode, are built by immigrants’ 

community in Tamsui area who brought with them 

their fengshui awareness from their hometown in the 

southeastern mainland China. The increasing urban 

population to this area does not always share the 

awareness and develops the area according to their 

current needs, thus appears as intruders to the 

fengshui configuration.



• The community has been responsible for the 

formation and deformation of the fengshui features 

in cultural heritage. To remedy this situation, the 

undertaking of heritage conservation needs 

community engagement and the underlain fengshui

manipulation that contributed to the physical 

formation of the heritage has to be revived. 



• On the whole, the author would stress the 

importance of fengshui factors in identifying the 

features of cultural heritage and that it will be a great 

loss if fengshui is left unattended in heritage 

conservation in Taiwan.



Thank You All


