


The construction date of the mill is generally considered to be 
1779, and a licence dated 1777 grants licence and permission to 
William Goe to: 
 
‘Erect a windmill on the Bank called Roman Bank in the Little 
Common within this Manor [of Sutton Holland] on the north side 
the outbreak on the said bank, out of Daniels Gate into the Little 
Common aforesaid but not nearer than one hundred and fifty 
yards of the said outbreak The Ground made us of for this 
purpose not to exceed fifty yards in diameter. He the said John 
Crow or his assigns paying therefore yearly and every year at 
Michaelmas Day so long as he or his assigns shall enjoy the 
same the rent of 20 shillings to the Lords of the said Manor the 
first year to commence from Michaelmas past.’ 



View from north 1934 (Hallam Ashley Collection) 



Last miller, Mr Sneath, 1930 



View from the south east, 1950  
The sails are now ruinous and the cap has lost 

front and rear gables. 



By 1971, only one part of the sail remained, 
and the cap of the mill was missing. Although 
deterioration occurred rapidly from this date, 
the temporary waterproof covering of the 
building will have prevented further 
deterioration. 



The Long Sutton & District Civic Society became very concerned about the state of the mill. In October 1985 
Mr Roy Pratt brought the wind shaft, top section of main shaft, brake wheel, wallower and beams 
supporting the rotating mill cap down to ground level. The main cap beams were put under cover and the 
brake wheel and wallower were taken back to his farm for safe keeping. These items were returned to the 
mill site in 2009 when Mr Pratt passed away. In 1990 to 1992 emergency repairs were made to the mill to 

halt further decay, but the temporary roof gradually disintegrated and the mill continued to deteriorate.  



THE ORIGINS OF THE SNEATH’S MILL TRUST 
In November 2007 the Long Sutton & 
District Civic Society invited several 
members to set up a separate charity to try 
to endeavour to conserve Sneath’s Mill. The 
Sneath’s Mill Trust Ltd, a company limited by 
guarantee, was formed and shortly 
afterwards registered as a charity with the 
Charities Commission. 
In March 2008 the Trust acquired the 
freehold ownership of the mill together 
with about one third of an acre and two 
out-buildings. The vendor did not charge for 
the site, but the Trust paid for his 
conveyance costs. This money was donated 
to the Trust by the Long Sutton & District 
Civic Society. 



In early 2009 it was decided to carry out urgent works and repairs in order to make the mill weather-tight, 
secure and available to safely record remains of important early mill machinery. English Heritage invited the 

Trust to apply for a grant which would fund up to 80% of this work. By the end of 2009 Listed Building 
Consent had been obtained and funding raised. 



Three options have been identified for the 
mill itself; conserve in its present 
condition, partial or full restoration.  In 
each case the internal structure and 
machinery would be repaired or replicated 
and a suitable cap fitted. The final 
decision will depend upon the structural 
condition and available funds as the cost 
is likely to be in the region of 2 million 
pounds. 
The mill and site will need continuing 
financial sustainability. In simple terms it 
will need some form of income to pay for 
its upkeep, insurance and utilities.   





Sneath’s Mill 2020 



‘’If we can safeguard this ancient 

monument for the future generations 

and at the same time create a focal 

point for relaxation, entertainment, 

exploration and learning we feel we 

have best served the community  

and the monument itself’’ 

 
-Sneath’s Mill Trust- 


